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Swim Team for winning the 2011 state cham-
pionship. The past three years have amounted 
to a great deal of success for the Patriot 
swimmers, winning the 2009 state champion-
ship and coming in as runner-up last year. For 
a few seniors, this marks the end of a great 
high school career and I want to congratulate 
them as well as the rest of the team for their 
time and hard work. 

It takes a strong group of young men to 
maintain the drive and dedication they have 
shown season after season. I want to thank 
their coach, Melissa Case, for instilling such a 
focus in her team. It certainly has not gone 
unnoticed. 

These individuals should be very proud of 
their accomplishment and represent the high-
est level of George Washington High School 
student athletes. I wish them the best and 
know they will display the same level of char-
acter in their future pursuits as they did in the 
pool. 
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RECOGNIZING 50TH JUBILEE OF 
THE NAVAL AVIATION MEMO-
RIAL CHAPEL 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 13, 2011 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the Naval Aviation Memorial 
Chapel on its 50th Jubilee. 

In 1961, Naval Air Station Pensacola, the 
‘‘Cradle of Naval Aviation,’’ dedicated the Me-
morial Chapel during a celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of Naval Aviation. Today, during 
this centennial year of Naval Aviation, it is fit-
ting that we recognize the 50th anniversary of 
the Naval Aviation Memorial Chapel. 

As a testimony to the love of God and 
Country that is shared among many in the 
Northwest Florida military community, the 
chapel continues to stand as a place of wor-
ship, guidance and support to military families. 
In the 50 years since its opening, thousands 
of members of the Armed Forces have been 
joined in marriage, and in celebration of its 
golden anniversary, all couples who were mar-
ried at the chapel have been invited to return 
and renew their vows. John ‘‘J.R.’’ and Sharon 
Arthur, the first couple married at the chapel, 
will return this weekend to make the ceremo-
nial walk up the aisle on behalf of all who 
have been married there over the years. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to recognize the 
50th anniversary of the Naval Aviation Memo-
rial Chapel and all the couples returning to 
renew their vows this weekend. My wife Vicki 
and I wish them all the best. May the Spirit of 
the Lord continue to bless the chapel. I am 
certain this anniversary is the first of many 
milestones to come. 
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REMARKS HONORING THE LIFE OF 
DR. JAMES MONGAN 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 13, 2011 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, last week the 
health world lost one of its most respected, 

admired, and accomplished champions with 
the death on May 3 of Dr. James Mongan. 

Jim’s last professional position was as presi-
dent of Partners Health Care in Boston, fol-
lowing his service as president of the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital, a position he as-
sumed in 1996. His tenure there was heralded 
for remarkable achievements and progress. 

But for those of us who benefitted from his 
advice and experience in Washington, this 
was only the latest in a series of positions in 
which Jim worked tirelessly to increase access 
to health care services, to ensure that all 
Americans have health insurance, and to inno-
vate and improve the quality and effectiveness 
of our health care delivery system. 

In the early days of his career in Wash-
ington, Jim was the first doctor to serve as 
professional staff to the Senate Finance Com-
mittee. He went on to work at the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare with Sec-
retary Joe Califano, and then in the Carter 
White House, where he headed efforts to 
enact a national health insurance plan in his 
role as Associate Director for Health on the 
domestic policy staff. 

After leaving Washington, Jim became the 
chief executive officer of the Truman Medical 
Center, a public safety net institution in Kan-
sas City, Missouri, and Dean of the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City medical school. His 
work as a leader in academic medicine, in de-
livery system reform, and in bringing services 
to the uninsured and low-income, was widely 
known and respected. 

During all his many years away from Wash-
ington, Jim’s keen interest in public policy and 
the goal of expanded heath care coverage 
never flagged. He was a frequent and insight-
ful witness before many Committees in Con-
gress. His service as a Member on many advi-
sory boards was highly sought, including serv-
ice on the Prospective Payment Advisory 
Commission (a predecessor to MedPAC), on 
the board of the American Hospital Associa-
tion, on the board of the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation, and as a member of the Kaiser Com-
mission on Medicaid and the Uninsured from 
its inception in 1991. He also served as a 
member of the board of the Commonwealth 
Foundation and the Chair of the Common-
wealth Commission on High Performance 
Health Systems. 

His leadership and participation in all of 
these areas was a reflection of the value that 
was placed on his experience, his knowledge, 
and his sage advice. He could be depended 
on to cut through to the heart of the problem, 
and to offer pithy, practical and wise counsel. 

Jim was an instrumental partner in achieve-
ment of the health care reform system in Mas-
sachusetts, an achievement of which he was 
proud for its impact on his own State, and 
which helped serve as the impetus for the 
long-sought achievement of health care reform 
for all American. 

In 2009, he co-authored Chaos and Organi-
zation in Health Care, a book that was her-
alded as ‘‘the single most informative and ab-
sorbing examination of what is wrong with the 
U.S. health care system, and what to do about 
it.’’ It was an accurate reflection of the inter-
ests and work that dominated his entire ca-
reer. 

Jim was a wise and kind person. He served 
as friend, mentor and advisor for more people 
in Washington and the health care world than 
we can count. By all of us, he will be missed. 

IN HONOR OF VERA M. 
ANDRYCZYK 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 13, 2011 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Vera M. Andryczyk on her tire-
less efforts on behalf of the Ukraine-American 
community and her recognition by the Board 
of Directors of the Ukrainian Federation of 
America. 

Vera’s outstanding record of service and ac-
complishments makes her most worthy of this 
honor. She is a founding member of the 
Ukrainian Human Rights Committee and the 
Ukrainian Federation of America, and she 
serves on the Board of Directors and as Vice 
President of Public Relations for the Ukrainian 
Educational and Cultural Center. In addition, 
she serves on the Board of Directors of the 
Ukrainian American Relief Committee. 

All of these positions have allowed Vera to 
serve her fellow Ukrainian-Americans, 
strengthen U.S.-Ukrainian relations and assist 
Ukraine in its effort to become a strong and vi-
brant democracy. As part of her ongoing com-
mitment, she also earned participation on 
President George W. Bush’s official delegation 
to the inauguration of President Viktor 
Yuschenko. Always looking for additional op-
portunities, she has also served as a member 
of Ukrainian Women’s League of America and 
she was one of the first to organize help to the 
victims of the Chernobyl disaster. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in congratulating Vera M. Andryczyk 
on the occasion of the recognition she is being 
accorded by the Board of Directors of the 
Ukrainian Federation of America and for her 
indefatigable efforts to support, assist and 
serve the Ukrainian-American community. 
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ASSAD MUST GO 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 13, 2011 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, the outrages per-
petrated by Syrian President Bashar Assad 
against his own people have laid bare his re-
gime’s total lack of legitimacy. The shelling of 
Homs evokes memories of the 1982 massacre 
at Hama, in which his father ordered the Syr-
ian army into the rebellious city, killing up to 
40,000 people. 

After the elder Assad died in 2000, the new 
president, in interviews with western journal-
ists, made several cautious statements that 
led many Syrians to believe that their new 
president would be willing to take at least the 
first steps towards democracy in their ancient 
land. Indeed, the first months of the new re-
gime saw a period of intense political and so-
cial debate in Syria which continued to some 
degree until the fall of 2001, when the govern-
ment sharply reversed course and ended what 
had become known as the Damascus Spring. 

Similarly, others saw his succession and the 
September 11 attacks as an opportunity to 
coax Syria into playing a more constructive re-
gional role, especially in Lebanon, and as a 
chance to widen the circle of Arab-Israeli 
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